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Our Parish Mission Statement: 

We, the people of Corpus Christi Parish, brothers and sisters in Christ, prayerfully uphold: 
Our Mission – To be the light of Christ shining in the heart of the community 

Our Vision – To be a vibrant and inspirational Catholic faith community growing in lifelong prayer,  
sharing the joy of the Gospel and committed to evangelization, education and loving service to those in need 

Our Values – To be a welcoming, caring and inclusive faith community rooted 
in peace, justice and respect for all beings 

 

I hope that this newsletter finds all of you in the full swing of your Lenten devotions and overall faith 

journey heightened by the spirit of this liturgical season. 

 

As Fr. Tom said in his homily on the first Sunday of Lent, Ash Wednesday is more heavily attended 

by Catholics than Christmas Mass!!  Staggering as that sounds (given Ash Wednesday is not a Holy 

Day of Obligation), he said that it indicates a very strong desire among Catholics for repentance (a 

turning back to Him who loves us ineffably).  That is very reassuring for us in the Ministry of Prayer 

and Praise.  Our Parish Mission Statement above mentions being an inspirational community growing 

in lifelong prayer…Simply knowing there exists in each of us a deep human desire to repent or “turn 

back” should give us much confidence to redouble our prayer efforts for the “conversion of sinners 

and the salvation of all souls.”   

 

Just as the spiritual and religious leaders of the Old Testament (Moses, David, the prophets) 

interceded for the Jewish people (who had often gone astray and needed to turn back), so too, our 

ministry is to support those within our parish and outside of our parish to come to the realization that 

everybody needs to turn back to the Lord.  Further, everybody could use the help of others to make 

that return to the Lord (to the Faith, to the Church, to Mass, etc.) a reality and an ultimate success.   

 

The Psalms are a great way to meditate on this need to turn back.  They are a great way to pray for 

our own conversion as well as those of others.  Among their many themes; contrition, conversion, 

and praise rank among the most common.  The Psalms are both personal and communal.  They 

represent our individual faith journeys but also that collective faith journey of the People of God; of 

the human dimension of Holy Mother Church.   

 

I encourage you, during this Lenten season, to open your Bible to the book of Psalms and allow 

yourself a few minutes each day; maybe early in the morning before the house is alive and active or 

late at night when it’s often most quiet.  Take those very few minutes and read, reflect, and meditate 

upon even a few lines of any of the Psalms.  Take those few lines daily and offer them for the all-

important and continuous conversion of those closest to you and those in most need of “turning back” 

to God.  Further, use those few lines of the Psalms and offer them up for the special intentions on the 

next page of this newsletter.  Finally, I encourage you to make a special effort during Mass to 

concentrate on the Responsorial Psalm and note the connection between it and the selected readings 

and in regard to those major Lenten themes of contrition, conversion, and ultimately praise.   

 

May your Lenten season bring forth much fruit in regard to repentance and conversion!! 

 

 

 

Blessings, 

MartyShudak, gmshudak@yahoo.com, 712-308-3983 
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Prayer Intentions 
Parish: 
That our Sister Parish in Colombia be abundantly blessed by their medical outreach efforts to the poorest of 

the poor in their area 

That our Sister Parish in Colombia open their hearts to the refugees from Venezuela who have come to stay in 

their area 

In thanksgiving for pastoral support from Fr. Zach as he awaits his transition into military chaplaincy  

For our confirmandi, First Communicants, and those in our RCIA program; may they receive the graces 

needed to continue their faith journey into full membership within the Church 

For the individuals who are on our parish prayer lines 

In thanksgiving for a successful Parish Mission to open our Lenten season 

In thanksgiving for all those who have responded to the Annual Diocesan Appeal and to the Stewardship 

commitments; we pray for ever increasing and fruitful donations of time, treasure, and talent (no matter how 

small) from every parishioner 

 

Diocese, Nation, World: 

For a peaceful resolution to the Venezualan crisis and that her citizens are provided humanitarian aid and a 

restoration of order and prosperity 

For an increase of peace throughout our troubled world, especially those places that experience the greatest violence 

and the greatest infringement of human rights and freedoms; especially those against Christians 

That tensions within, among, and because of the Chinese government’s oversight of the Catholic Church may be 

resolved peacefully and with respect and adherence to orthodoxy and papal authority 

For all the victims (individuals and full communities) of the spring floods and that there may be a Divine Intervention 

in the curbing of the damages 

That those who are most responsible and influential in furthering the culture of death and the destruction of human 

lives, may they experience a bursting and radical conversion through the power of the Holy Spirit 

For a successful spring planting season in our agricultural communities and markets 

 

Universal Church/Papal Intentions: 

Human Trafficking 

For the victims of human trafficking, of enforced prostitution, and of violence. 

Doctors and their Collaborators in War Zones 

For doctors and their humanitarian collaborators in war zones, who risk their lives to save the lives of others. 
 

May these and all of our personal petitions be united by the power of the Holy Spirit with those of all the Ministers of Prayer 

and Praise, with Mary our Mother, and all the saints in the heavenly kingdom, we implore you, O Lord.  Amen. 


